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Dear Church, 
This month we are embarking on a new series about Heaven.  Here is a 
reflection I recently read, about heaven, that I would like to share with you all. 
LONGING FOR HOME 
Every year Pacific salmon, having lived five to six years in the ocean, suddenly 
get the urge to return to the headwaters of their birth river. Battling 

fishermen, bears and giant hydroelectric dams, they fight their way upstream, determined 
to reach their home. Scientists don't know how the salmon make their way back to the 
exact river in which they were born after being in the ocean for several years. Some think it's 
because they can taste or smell the fresh water from their river. Others think they may use 
the stars to navigate. Regardless of how they do it, we know they don't use charts and 
compasses; their journey is intuitive. They have a longing for a particular river, and it can't 
be satisfied until they find it. 
That's exactly how it is with us. God created us for Heaven, and nothing in this life will fully 
satisfy that longing (see Ecclesiastes 3:11). Just like those salmon - we're in this world but we're 
not of it. Yes, we find joy in fulfilling the assignment in life God has given us, but it's nothing 
compared to the joy that awaits us in Heaven. 
Paul puts it this way: 'We are citizens of Heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we 
are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Saviour. He will take our weak mortal bodies 
and change them into glorious bodies like his own, using the same power with which he will 
bring everything under his control’ (Philippians 3:20-21 NLT). And as your redeemed loved 
ones leave to go to Heaven, your longing to join them will only increase.    
What an amazing future we have.  I hope you enjoy the new series. 

 

Sunday 9th September 
Heaven - better by far 

‘Is Heaven real?’ 
Speaker: David Marriott 

 

Sunday 16th September 
Heaven - better by far 
‘What is Heaven like?’ 

Speaker: David Marriott 

 

Sunday 23rd September 
Heaven - better by far 

‘Making sure of Heaven’ 
Speaker: Cherie Wallace 

 

Sunday 30th September 
Jonah faces reality 

‘’Responding to God’s call’ 
Speaker: Michael Sinclair 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES @ 10am 
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Café  
Connect 

James 5  
 Prayer 

From our Pastor, Murray Cooper 

 

QUICK CONTACTS 
 

Pastors 
Murray Cooper  424 2192 
Cherie Wallace 428 5677 
 

Elders 
Eddie Allen 428 5218 
Blair Beaumont 021 353 414 
Dave Bradley 09 420 4470 
Murray Cooper 424 2192 
Ted Osborne 426 8567 
Graham Wallace 428 5677 
 

Office Staff 
Rosalind Martin           Finance/Admin 
Shelley Beaumont     Reception/Admin 
  

Kids’ Journeys 
Cherie Wallace 428 5677 
 

Pace 
Marina Shannon 021 164 2708  
 

Mainly Music 
Heather Dunlop 426 3424 
 

Mission Team 
Kevin Honoré 424 1333 
 

Connect Group Coordinators 
Eddie & Anne Allen 428 5218 
 

Prayer Chain 
Carole Skaggs 426 9079 
pcskaggs@gmail.com 021 104 8030 

Orewa Community Church 
235 Hibiscus Coast Highway, Red Beach, (entrance off Amorino Drive) 
Phone: 09 426 7023    Email: office@occ.net.nz    Web: www.occ.net.nz 
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You can give by online banking or using the envelopes in drawer in foyer.  
Please ask Roz for a giving number if you wish to claim tax rebates. 

CHURCH BANK ACCOUNT Number: 02 - 0390 - 0004639 - 000 

Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10am - 2pm 
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Podcasts       Missed a week at church and would  
like to hear the sermon? You can listen to it from our  

website at: www.occ.net.nz/Sermons 

General Tithes & Offerings YTD  

BUDGET $66,666 

ACTUAL $60,649 



 

 Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday 1st September, 8.30-10.30am - OCC Lounge 
Men.. come along for a yummy cooked beaky and enjoy some time-out 
with the guys. $5.  RSVP to the church office by Wed 29th August 

 ‘Legacy of Faith’ Fathers Day Service  
Sunday 2nd September 10am 

Bring your family and friends along to join us for a fun morning as we   
celebrate Fathers and the special men in our lives! 

-Special Service & Morning Tea - 

 James 5 Prayer Night 
Monday 3rd September, 7.30-9pm 
There will be a Prayer Team at Church between 7.30-9pm praying for 
your prayer needs. Please come along between 8-9pm if you would like to 
receive personal prayer.  

 Café Connect 
Monday 10th September, 10am - OCC Lounge 
A morning for the over 60’s.  Come along to enjoy a delicious Cafe style 
morning tea in a relaxed atmosphere with other folk who appreciate good 
company, a laugh or two and a nostalgic sing-a-long.  

 Baptism 
Sunday 23rd September, 11.30am  
We will be having a Baptism at Church directly after the service. If anyone 
else is interested in being Baptised please speak to one of the Elders. 

 ‘In the Pink!’ Ladies Coffee Morning  
Tuesday 25th September, 10am 
Come along for a fun ‘pink’ morning. 
Wear something pink and enjoy a special pink morning tea. 

 Get to Know Us  
Sunday 30th September, 12.30pm - OCC Lounge 
This is your chance to come & find out more about OCC! 
If you are reasonably new to our church (or have never been to one) and 
have questions or would like to meet some of the Leaders at OCC then 
come along to our next GTKU Lunch. - Lunch is provided - 

 Parents Room (Under 2’s) 
Located through the Crèche is our Parents Room where there is privacy 
for feeding and changing your baby.  

 Footprint Followers (Ages 2-5) - Crèche 
This class is located in the Crèche - They learn about Jesus and the Bible 
and have lots of fun doing crafts, singing and playing. 
Key Leader: Heather Dunlop 

 Stride (Ages 5-10) - Lounge 
Stride classes include singing, games, bible stories and other activities to 
help build Christian values & attitudes. We also strive to help the kids 
build friendships with each other and a personal relationship with Jesus. 
Key Leader: Sandy Dunlop 

 SPace (Ages 11 –14) - Downstairs Fortnightly 
Space stay in for the sermon to participate in a full service and then the 
following week will meet in the basement downstairs to further consider 
and discuss what we heard about the previous week.  
Key Leader: Rob Blair 

 PACE (Ages 11 /Year 7 and above) 
PACE is a youth group for pre-teens and teenagers which runs every 2nd 
Friday Night from 7 – 9.30 pm. 
Outings or game nights are run so that these young people can have the 
opportunity to hang our with others in a safe & supportive environment.  
Key Leaders:  Marina Shannon & Nico Pretorius  

 Mainly Music 
Fridays 9.30am, Church Auditorium (During School Terms) 
Fun, interactive music sessions for pre-school children and their parents/
caregivers. Enjoy a yummy morning tea and a chat afterwards and the 
kids can have a play. $4 per family.  COME JOIN THE FUN! 

 

OCC Food Bank 
We are now in the middle of winter with cold days and long nights. Why 
not check in with your church friends or neighbours to see if they need 
any help to get through the winter months? Our food bank is here to 
serve the community, simply contact Nita Wong 021-0484656 to organise 
a food parcel for someone in need. 

OCC Offers the below fun, interactive classes for 0-14year olds! 
Sunday Mornings 10.30 — 11.30am (During School Terms) 


